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Hes. IV. 2. the firſt part of the Verſe. + 
For unto us was the Goſpel preached, as 
well as unto them. "SOT TA 


. 


Chapter, put thefe Hebrews, to whom 


of Unbelief and Diſobedience upon 
their Forefathers the Iſraelites, proceeds in the 
Verſe before my Text, to exhort them and all 
Chriſtians, to guard againſt That which had been 
ſo remarkably fatal ro others; Let us therefore 
fear, left a Promiſe being left us of entring into his 
Reft, any of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 
this Exhorration he urges, in the Words of the 
Text, by a Motive taken from the' Advantages 


which they enjoyed under the Goſpel Diſpenſation'; 


For 
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. 85 HE Apoſtle having, in the preceeding 7 
he writes, in mind of the fad Effects 
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2 The great Deſign of tht I = 


For unto us was the Goſpel preached, as N 2 


to tbem. Which Words are ſo clear and plain, 
that it would be mere trifling to attempt any 
thing like a critical Explication of them. I ſhall 
only obſerve, chat, according to the Original, they 
run thus, For we alſo are goſpelized as well as they. 


But this not being ſo agreeable to the Genius of 


our Language, our Tranflators have juſtly rendred 


them as we read them, For unto us was the Goſpel 
_ preached, as well as unto them. 


It will not, I hope, appear too curious to en- 
quire, why rhe Apoſtle here repreſents the I/ra- 
elites, who lived. under the Old Teſtament, as on 
an equal footing with theſe Hebrews, to whom he 
writes, who enjoyed the Advantages of the New 
"Teſtament Revelation; it being abundantly cer- 


_ tain, that there was a very great Difference be- 


tween the Condition of rhe one, and that of the 
other. The Fewiſh: Church could only diſcover 
Cuxzrs.T at a great Diftance, as about to come; 
but theſe Hebrews had actually ſeen Him come in 
the Fleſn. The Goſpel of Cuxis Tr was much 
obſcured to choſe, by Types and Shadows, and le- 
gal Rites; but the/e were admitted with oper Face 
d habaid as in à Glaß the Glory of the LORD. 
This was manifeſtly the Caſe ; and the Reaſon, I 
think, Why the Apoſtle does not expreſly remind 
them oſ it, was becauſe the Thing irſelf was ſo 
perfectly evident, that they could not be ignorant 
of it. So that the Senſe of the Words ſeems to be 
this, g. d. % Vou carmot but know what happen» 
ed to our Forefathers the Hraelites; how they 
« .were/excluded'the earthly Canaan tor their Un- 


4: belief and Diſobedience, notwithſtanding that 


FE «Gon 


BY Wet Mak applied.” 3 
"6 65 was pleaſed to give them fufficient/Means 
«gf Kn6wing their Duty, by ſüch a Diſpenſation 
« 'of His Grace, as Was fit for that State of the 
« Church: And if che Abuſe of che Goodneſs of 

« G0 p, under a more imperfect Revelation, had 
« 'fach' terrible Effects; what may not we fear, if 
64 ye abuſe Even 4 clearer and tuller Manifeſtation 
« of the Goſpel?“ IO 

The Dockrln al Prof ese, which renten 
Divine Aſfiſtance, ihfiſt a little upon, is this, 

bat the great” Means" appointes 5 6 0D 
bringing Sinners to tbe Poſſeſon "bf the" future 


the heavenly Canaan, 4s the Preaching, 5 the "oe 


of if fe ſus Cor | 

he Truth of this! Propofirivh't is ſo clear from 
che Apoſtle s way of reaſoning here before us, arid 
indeed from all the Declarations of the New Te 
ſtament, that I need not inſiſt upon tlie Proof of! it. 
I ſhall therefore 1 in the Proſecution of it, 


1. Enquire into the | great Sco and Deſ | 
208 He eee FT = 


2. Thall confiderthe Character and Conduct of 
thoſe: who Were the firſt Preachers of it. 
+ Tihall fiewthe Stirableneſs 'of this Means £0 
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rhe End propoſed. 
A. T ſhall' draw fome b kiferences from 


8 What ſhall be faid. Ip Rt Le 8 


* N 4 
by a *\, 
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L. Firſt then I am briefty: to j entice into ith 
great Scope and End of the Goſpel: And this, in- 
deed, is ſo plainly revealed, that whoſoever reads, 
even with the moſt: ordinary Attention, the Scti- 
ecke of the Old and New Teſtament, muſt needs 
k e 11 is a moſt wiſe and 


gracious 
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1 Thepreat Deſien of the Goſpel 


which the Goſpel requires; and 2. 


ee Deſign for reſtoring finful Man to chat 
urity and Holineſs, which he loſt by his Apoſta- 
cy. from Go, I ſhall therefore in diſcourſing a 


little upon this Head, endeavour 1. to give a 


ſhort Repreſentation of that 2 and Purity 
all prove that 


this is really the great End and Deſign of the 


Golpel-Revelation. IIS. » 
1. Let us take a ſhort View of the Nature of 
this Purity and Holineſs which the Goſpel re- 


quires: And this the Scripture,. with a very re- 


markable Elegancy and Strength of Expreſſion, 
repreſents as conſiſting in a Likeneſs. and Confor- 


mity to the Divine Nature. It was the Glory and 


Happineſs of Man in his primitive State; that he 
was created after the Image of Go b: And this 
Image of Go p, which was ſtampt upon him in 
his rt Creation, did chiefly conſiſt in an univer- 
{al Conformity of all the Powers and Faculties of 


His rational Nature to the moral, Attributes and 


Perfections of his Creator. And as this was the 
Character of Man in his firſt Creation, fo it is al- 
0, in ſome Degree, the Character of all thoſe who 
are reſtored to the Favouf of Go» by J=svs 
CurxisTt. They put on the new Man, which after 
GOD is created in Righteouſneſs. and true Holineſs ; 
that new Man which is renewed in Knowledge after 
the Image of him that created him. They become 
Partakers of a divine Nature. Partakers of the Ho- 


| linefs of GOD. As he who calls them is holy, ſo 


It is their conſtant Study and chief Endeavour, to 
be holy in all manner of Converſation. They become 


Followers, or (as it is in the Original) 1 


GOD as dear Children. As they are IPD 
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explained and applied. 


by their great Lord, fo they endeavour in His 


Strength, to he perfect as their heavenly Father is 
perfet? 3 and to purify themſelves as he is pure (a). 
But we may conſider this Holineſs and Purity, 
which the Goſpel is intended to promote in us, as 
conſiſting more particularly in right Diſpoſitions of 
Mind, and ſuitable Acts of outward Behaviour. 
This Goſpel-Holineſs, I ſay, is to be conſidered 
as including right Diſpg/tions of Mind; becauſe 
wherever true Religion preyails, it always exerts 
itſelf in a commanding Influence, not only upon 
the external Life, but alſo, and indeed chiefly, - 
upon the inward Frame and Temper of the Soul. 
Hence it is that we are commanded to be tranſs 
formed, by the renewing of our Minds. The Tenor 
of the new Covenant runs thus, A new Heart will 
I give unto you, and a new Spirit vill I put within 
ou. I will put my Law in their inward Parts, and 
write it in their Hearts (b). And the Neceſſity of 
this inward Renovation, this Purity of Heart, ap- 
pears from this; that it is from within, out of the 
Heart, that all the Diſorders and Irregularities of 
the Life do flow: Out of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, Murders, Thefts, 

Covetouſneſs, Wickedneſs, Deceit, Laſciviouſneſs, an 
evil Eye, Blaſphemies, Pride,  Fooliſhneſs ; all theſe 
Evils come from within (c), as our Saviour has 


taught us, and\is indeed evident from Experience. 


The Tree therefore muſt be made good, otherwiſe 
the Fruit will never 8 But though this = 
„ 1 ware 


(a) Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. 2 Pet. i. 4. Heb. xii. 10. 
1 Pet. i. 15. Eph. v. i. Matt. v. 48. 1 John ui. 3. 
"= Ezck. xxxvi. 26. Jer. xxxi. 33+. | 

"i c) Mark Vit, 213 22, 23. | 


the Apoſtle, who comprehends the whole of this 
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5 pe great Deſien of the Goſpel 
of Heart is indeed the firſt part of 


ward Purity 
Goſpel-Holineſs yet it is not the whole of it. 
The Fountain, however pure, yet is only uſeful 
on account of the Streams that iſſue from it; the 


Excellency of the Tree, when made good, lyes 


chiefly in bearing good Fruit. In like manner 
this inward Principle of Holineſs in the Mind, 
doth neceſſarily lead to, and will always ſhew it- 
ſelf by ſuitable Acts of Behaviour in the outward 
Conduct. We muft love Gov with all our Heart, 
and our Neighbour as our ſelves; and this our 
Saviour makes the'Sum and Subſtance of all Reli- 
gion. But we are not to underſtand this, as if Re- 
ligion in the whole Extent of it, was only an in- 
ward Habit of the Mind: The very Nature of this 
inward Principle, Where it is in reality, always 
diſpoſes a Man to becoming Acts of Behaviour in 


the general Courſe of his Practice and Converſa- 


tion. This Matter is ſet in a very clear Light by 


Goſpel-Holineſs under theſe three Heads, of li- 


wing foberly, righteou/ſly and godly in this -preſent | 


World. From which Paſſage, and indeed from the 
Whole of Revelation, we may obſerve this great 


Fruth, viz. That not only Piety and Devotion 


towards Go p, but likewiſe Juſtice and Equity to- 
wards Man, and Sobriety and Temperance in the 
Management of our ſelves, is an eſſential part of 
the Holineſs of the Goſpel. And as this is moſt 
ſtrictly rrue in Fact, ſo it is the more to be taken 
notice of, becauſe a great many are apt to imagine 


themſelves holy and religious, if they are exact 


in attending the more ſtated and ſolemn Acts of 
Divine Worſhip, while they are habitually negli- 


FW 


— 


ent as to the other Parts of true Holineſs, viz, 
uſtice and Sobriety. And not only the habitual 
xerciſe of Juſtice and Equity, ſtrictly ſo called, 
is abſolutely neceſſary to denominate a Perſon 
truly holy; but if we would prove our ſelves ef- 
fectually the Elect of GOD, bely and beloved, we 
muſt put on Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humble 


neſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, forbearing 


one another, and forgiving one another (a). Pare 
Religion and undefiled has always theſe neceſſary 
Ingredients in it, to vit the fatherleſs and the Wis 
domus in their AMfliction, and to keep our ſelves un- 
ſpotted from the World (Co. 
Thus I have given ſome ſhort Account of the 
Nature of this Purity and Holineſs which the Goſ- 


pel requires; which always ſuppoſes Faith in Go p, 


and Faith in the Lord JESUS CuxisT as the 
great Foundation of it, both as to the inward Diſ- 
poſitions of Mind, and the external Acts of Beha- 


viour, of which it conſiſts, I ſhall now ſum up the 


whole of it, in theſe elegant Words of the Apoſtle, 
which oughr always to be preſent to the Thoughts, 
and even engraven upon the Hearts, of all thoſe 


who call themſelves Chriſtians ; The Wiſdom that 


is from above, i. e, true Religion and Holineſs, ia 
firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be intreated, 


full of Mercy aud good Fruits, without Partiality, 


aud without Hypocriſy. (c). I proceed in the 
2. Second < AE this Head, to ſhew that 
this Purity and Holineſs is indeed the great Aim 
and Peſign of the Goſpel. And this appears 
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— Coloſſ. ni. e. e 
(b) James is 27. 0110 
(e) James iii. 17. 


8 The great Deſign of the Goſpel 
both from the Nature of the Divine Perfections, 
and from the expreſs revealed Will of Gov. 
I. Firſt, This appears from the very Nature of the 
Divine Perfections. If the ultimate Eod of the Goſ- 
pel be the Glory of Go n in the Salvation and Hap- 
pets of ſinful Man, as it manifeſtly is; and if this 


MA ts. act = 


appineſs can conſiſt in nothing bur the Enjoyment 
of Go p, who alone can be the chief Good of a 
reaſonable Creature; it plainly tollows, thar there 
muſt be a certain Likeneſs and Conformity eſta- 
bliſhed between the rational Faculties of thoſe who 
are to be made happy, and the great Object, in the 
Epjoyment of which this Happineſs conſiſts. Now 
the only Likeneſs here that can lay a Foundation 
for Happineſs, muſt ariſe from a Communication 
of thar Purity and Holineſs, which is the ſpecial 
Glory and Excellency, and even the Happineſs, of 
Gop Himſelf, It is eaſy to conceive this: The 
eſſential Evil of Sin, and that which makes it in 
its very Nature utterly irreconcileable to the Di- 
vine Perfections, lyes in its being a direct Oppoſi- 
tion ta the Holineſs and Purity of the ſupreme Be- 
ing. And therefore till this moral Defilem ent of 
Sin is once purged off, and the Soul becomes, in 
. fome meaſyre, holy as Go p is holy; it is accord- 
ing to the very Reaſon of Things, as impoſſible 
for us to be happy, as it is to reconcile the two 
moſt oppoſite, Extremes in the World; as abſo- 
lutely impoſſible, as to make Parkneſs Light, and 
Light Darkneſs: And therefore the great End of 
the Goſpel muſt be, to make us pure and holy, in 
order to our being happy. | 
2. But ſecondly, We may argue not only from 
the Nature, but allo from the expreſs e 
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explained and applied. 9 
Will of Gs p. All che Lines of that glorious Re- 
velation, which Go p has vouchſafed us, center in 
this great Point, that without Holineſs no Man ſball 
ſes the LORD." It we extend our Views, and con- 
ſider the whole Plan of Revelation, from its firſt 
Contrivance in the eternal Counſels, to its final Con- 
ſummation in Heaven and Immortality, we ſhall find 
Holineſs and Purity written, as it were in capital 
Letters, on every Part of it. According as be hatb 
choſen us in him before the Foundation of the World, 
that we ſhould be holy and without blame before him 
in Love (a). GOD hath from the Beginning choſen 
you to Salvation through Santtification of the Spirit 
and Hole of the Truth (b). And when the Ful- 
nefs of Time was come that the great Saviour 
ſhould make His Entry into the World, the firſt 
Notice that is given of Him, is this, Thou ſhalt call 
his Name FESUS, for he ſhall ſave his People from 
their Sins (c); i. e. from the Guilt and Dominion / 
of. Sin, that they may be conformed to his-own 
Image in Holineſs. and Righteouſneſs. One great 
Deſign of His dwelling amongſt Men, was, that 
in His own Life and Conduct He might ſet before 
us 4 moſt perfect Pattern of Holineſs; and by the 
Sweetneſs of His Converſation, might even charm 
us into the Imitation of it. And when He hum- 
bled Himſelf ſo far as to become obedient to the 
Death, the moſt ignominious and painful Death; 
when he himſelf bore our Sins in his own Body on the 
Tree; what Was His great Intention in this? That 
we being dead to Sin, ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs ; 
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to The great Deſign of the Goſpel 

and that by his Stripes we might he healed (a). F 
eg for all, that they which. live, ſhould not hence- 
forth Jive. unto themſelves, but unto him-who died for 
them, aud roſe again (b). He gave himſelf for us, 


that he might redeem us from all Iniquity,. and pu- 


zify unto bimſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Forks (c). From which Words we clearly ſee 
both. the End for which Cxz 1s T died, and 
what ſhould. be the great Object of Chriſtian Zeal, 
via. Good Works; Works that have a real intrin- 
fick Goodneſs and Worth in them, flowing from 


as inward Principle of Love to Gov, and dong 


in Obedience to the eternal Laws of the Goſpel ; 


not little inſignificant Opinions, and Matters of 


doubtful Diſputation, an ignorant and wild Zeal 


| for which has always done, and (alas!) continues 
till ro do incredible Harm to the Intereſts of true 


Nor is this the Language of the New Teſta- 
ment only, but it is the conſtant Aim of doſes 
and all the Prophets, under the Feuiſb Diſpenſa- 
tion, to promote this ſubſtantial Religion, which 
conſiſts in Purity of Heart and Holineſs of Life, 
in fearing GOD, and keeping bis Cummandments; 
in cegſing to da Evil, and learning to do well. bab 
dath the LORD require of thee, but to do juſtly, to 


oe Morey, and to walk humbly: with thy GO Df 


Who ſhall aſcend into the Hall of the LORD ?-wha 
fall Sand in his boly Place; He that bath clean 


o 


Auniverſal 


8 


— wo — — 
| (a) L Pet. ii. 27 · 

(5) 2 Cor. v. 15. | [7% 
(c) Tit. ii. 14. 2 We Ln ry . 5 5 
(4) Eccl. xii, 13. Iſa, is 16, 17. Micah vi. 8, Pfl. æxiv. 33 4 


Hanus, aud à pure Heart (d). In a word, the 


explained aud uppliodl. xx 
univerſal Voice of all Revelation ptoclaims alon 
that the great End for which this Goſpel of Gop, 
which bringeth Salvation, har appeared unto ali 
Men, is this; ro teach us tu deny Ungodlineſs and 
Worluly Lnfts, and to live ſoberly, vighteouſly un gus- 
ty in this preſent World (a). And when the Cha- 
racter is drawn of thoſe, whom this great 

Deſign is happily aecompliſned; how does the 
Deſcription run? Ve are his Workmanſbip, creatid 
in Obriſt Feſus umo gond Works, which:G OD bath *- 
befor 2 ordamet that ve ſHoula Walk 2/3 them ' ). 
The Truth of this Argument may alſo be in 
red from the Nature of che Grace of Faith, the 
greateſt of all the temporary Graces, I mean thoſe 
whoſe Sphere of acting is confined within the pre- 
ſent State of Mortality. By Faith We embrace 
CH x rs T in:the-Goſpel; and appropriate Him to 
our ſelves as otrr'LORD-and our GO b. Bur 
wherein lyes the Bxeellenoy of chis Faith? Plain- 
Iy in this, that it 'purifies the Heurt, anti enables 
us to overcome the World, This1istheViftoryawhers- 
by we overcome the*World, Sv fi Euithb (). 
Thus it is demenſtratively evidem, that the 
great Deſign of the Goſpel is to form us to Holi- 
nefs, both ini Heart, and in all manner of Con- 


* 


vetſation: I proceed now to che 


5 II. Second general Head: Which is to conſi- 
|; der a little the Charatteriand Conduct of the A- 
FT r. n and beſt Preachers of xhis ver- 
Y aſting Goſpel. And here I ſhall conſider _ 


” 
* 
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imitable, and ought to be imitated by us. all. 
Thoſe extraordinary. Powers and Gifts of the 
Holy + Ghoſt; | whereby they were enabled to 


peak Languages which they had never learned, 


and to work Miracles, were only adapted to the 
irſt State of the Church. Let us therefore con- 
ſider them in the following Inſtances; 1. In their 
\Plainneſs and Simplicity. 2. In their Steadineſs and 
\Conftanty in ſpite of all Oppoſition. And 3. In 
their moſt affectionate Concern for the Succeſs of 
— n t 

1. Let us conſider them in the Plainneſs and 
Himplicity of their Preaching; which was far from 
being with the artful and enticing Words of hu- 
mane Wiſdom. I don't mean that the Senſe of 
every particular Paſſage of the Apoſtolic Wri- 
tings lyes level to the Capacity of every Reader; 
but this is as certain as any thing can be, that e- 
very Doctrine, every Duty, every Thing of the 
leaſt Importance to Salvation, is delivered by 
them with ſo much Clearneſs and Perſpicuity 

that the meaneſt and loweſt Genius is capable o 

4pprehending it. The contrary Suppoſition would 
reflect Diſhonour upon the great Author of our 
Religion; who- gave it as an Evidence of the 
Truth of His Miſſion, that 20 the poor the Goſpel 
Was preached: To the poor; thoſe who had not 
the Advantages of a learned Education, and con- 
ſequently could not be ſuppoſed capable of pur- 
ſuing abſtract and intricate; Deductions in their 


Searches after 'Truth. It the Scripture is given as 


a Rule of Life, and that to all Ranks of Perſons, 
then certainly, the great and principal 'Things oo” 


explained aud applied. 13 
tained in it, muſt be ſuch as all Men may undet» 
ſtand. That it nu be ſo; is evident from the 
Divine Perfections of perfect Wiſdom, and per- 
fect Goodneſs; and that ir ic ſo in Fact, is evident 
from a due Attention to the Scriptures themſelves. 
It is no new Thing, indeed, to ſee thoſe unh ad 
unlearned, and unſtable at the fame time, aureſi and. 
pervert the Seriptures to their ou Deftruttion 2 
But it is as certain as He Who is Truth itſelf hass 
told us, that if any Man will do the Will of O, 
he ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether. it be of 
60 D (a). So that as the'Scriptures are deſigns 
ed to make us wiſe unto Salvation, we may aſ⸗- 
ſure our ſelves, that all Things in them neceflary 
to be believed and practiſed in order to Happis 
neſs, are delivered wich all poſſible Plainneſa and 
Simplicity. The only Key for underſtanding all 


f neceffary Truths, is an honeſt well - diſpoſed 

| Heart; a Heart deſirous above all Things both 
: to know and to do the Will of the Lox D. It 

; muſt be confeſſed, chat the Commentaries and 


Syſtems of ſome Scholaſtick Party- Writers, have 
raiſed a very thick Miſt and Darkneſs around che 
facred Oracles; fo that if we have too great a 
Regard to theſe dark Lights, we ſhall be often 
in danger, either of not ſeeing at all, or not ſee- 
ing with due Advantage, the Truth as it is in 
3 To give but one Inſtance, that excel» 
nt Epiſtle ta the Romans, particularly that part 
of it which treats of Fuſtificatiou' by Faith, is ge- 
nerally looked upon as ſome what obſcure; . but 
when attentively conſidered, aud compared with 
ee OSBORN TO Q Ft 109 O07 22 HO 
F LAW TEEN E278 Fn ES Pa 7G 
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other Places of the New Teſtament, it will bs 


found that the Obſcurity is not ſo much in the 
Apoſtles own reaſoning, as in the metaphyſical 


unintelligible Expoſitions of vain Men; who have 


here, and indeed frequently elſewhere, extreme- 


ly darkned Counſel by Words without Knowledge. 


2. Another Thing remarkable in the Conduct 


of the Apoſtles, was their Steadineſs and Conſtan- 
ey in ſpite of all Oppoſition. They were inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. There never was a 


Set of Men, engaged in any Undertaking, fo ſur- 


rounded with Diſcouragements on all hands, as 


the Apoſtles were, while they travelled from 


place to place preaching the Goſpel. Every thing 


. that could appear ſhocking or terrible to humane 


Nature was thrown in their way; the Power of 
Princes, the Counſels of Politicians, and all the 
Sophiſtry and Wit of Philoſophers, was employ- 
ed againit them: But none of theſe things moved 
them, neither counted they their Lives dear unto 


themſelves, ſo that they might finiſh their Courſe with 


Foy, and the Miniſtry which they had received of the 
Lord Feſus,. to teftify the Goſpel of the Grace of 
GOD. When Perſecution forced them to leave 
one Place, new Troubles ſoon ſprung up to them 


in another: But the Effect of all chis was only 


to whet the Edge of their Zeal and Diligence in 
the Service of their great Maſter, and to animate 


their Reſolutions ot enduring Hardſhips as good 


Soldiers of Feſws: Chi.. 6 
3. The Third and laſt Thing I ſhall take no- 
oy of in the Conduct of the Apoſtles, as Mini- 

ers of the Goſpel, is their moſ# affectionate Con- 
cern for the Succels of their Labours. How afraid 
| PRE 554. ole tu; IEEE 
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were they, hf they ſhould haue beftowed their La- 
bour in vain 5 How conſtanr and fervent in Pray- 
er, that the Goſpel might run and be glorified that 
they might be honoured to be Inſtruments of con» 
verting Men, not only to the Profeſſion, bur e 


- ſpecially to the Power and Practice of Religion: 


That all that named the Name of Chriſt might de- 
part from Iniquity; being filled with the Knowleags 
of his Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underftand= 
ing; that they might walk worthy of the LORD 
unto all pleaſing; being fruitful in every good Work, 
and increaſing in the Knowkage of OD. Hence 
it is that they are repreſented as travailing in birth 
till Chrift ſpould be formed in their Hearers; that 
they might ſtand perfect and compleat in all the Will 
of GOD.- What a noble Pattern for our Imitay 
tion! What piry is it we ſhauld not ſtudy to co- 
py after theſe. great Originals! Let us therefore 


20 and do likewiſe, 


III. The Third Thing I propoſed to ſpeak to, 
was the Sujtableneſs of this Means, the preaching 
of rhe Goſpel, to the End propoſed, via. the ma- 
king us holy here, and happy hereaſter: And this 
will appear, if we coplidery-: 3 5 male ptpant 
1. The Nature of the Doctrine preached; a 
Doctrine in every reſpect according to Godlineſs; 
which gives the molt rational and the moſt amiable 
Diſcoveries of the Divine Perfections; repreſent- 
ing the ſupreme Being, as eſſentially poſſeſſed of 
all that can make Him the Object both of our 
Fear and Love; as infinitely we; powerful, juſt, 
good and faithful : Which are all Excellencies, 


that the very firſt Notion of a Go p muſt nece(- 
| | 41 . 
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165 The great Deſigu of the Gaſpel 
farily ſuggeſt as inſeparable from Him. The firſt 
Principles, of all Religion, that GO D is; that He 
made the Heavens and the Earth, the Sea and all 
Things contained therein; and that as He made, ſo 
He preſerves and over-rules all Things by His all. 
wiſe Providence; that as He is, ſo He is the Re- 
warder of thoſe who diligently ſeek Him; and hath 
appointed a Day in which be will judge the World in 
Riphneonſncs: Theſe firſt Principles, I ſay, are 
ſuch as cannot but recommend themſelves to the 
Approbation of all conſiderate Men, as being per- 
fectly agteeable to the unbyaſſed Reflexions of 
the rational Mind. - How would the famous Cirers 
have diſplayed his Oratory, had the great Truths 
of Religion been ſer before him, in the fame ad- 
vantageous Light, as they are before us, by the 
Revelation of the Goſpel? How would his great 
Mind, after all his laborious Enquiries after Truth, 
have leaped for Joy, to hear an Apoſtle Paul 
ſpeaking forth the Words of Truth and Soberneſs ? 
He muſt needs, methinks, have gone ſtill further 
than Agrippa, and ſaid, not almoſt, but even alto- 
gether thou perſwadeft me to be a Chriſtian. So 
charming, and even conſtraining is the Force of 
Truth, when ſer before an ingenuous Mind in its 
native Beauty. Hence it is that we find the A- 
poſtles, in their Reaſonings with the Heathen 
World, inferring from theſe firſt Principles, the 
Reaſonableneſs of their turning from their Idol» 
Vanities to the living Go p; appealing, as it were, 
$0their own Minds for che Truth of what they 
babe inbarhaxval of CIO oh 
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explained and applied. 17 
As to the peculiar Doctrines of Chriſtianityz 
the more thoroughly they are examined, the more 
they will appear to be worthy of Go, as'rends 
ing to diiplay His own Perfections, and to exalt 
and perfect the rational Nature of Man. And it 
is remarkable that the Apoſtles, in all their Dif 
courſes both with the Jeus and Gentiles, take it 
for granted, chat when theſe Doctrines are clear. 
ly explained, Reaſon has nothing to object againſt 
them, but muſt, on the contrary, approve of them 
as juſt and wiſe... It is true, Cbriſt cruciſteu was tb 
the Jews a Stumbling- bloc, and to the Greeks 
Tooliſpneſo . But this was owing entirely to their 
own Pride, Prejudices and Miſfakes, Which hin- 
dred them from attending to the! Evidence of 
Things, It. muſt be owned,” there are Depths 
here, which the Weakneſs of our Faculties Can. 
not now fathom; but nothing, that upon a juſt 
Examination can be ſaid to be ſhocking to them. 

2. Another Thing that renders the Goſpel, and 
the preaching of it, a moſt ſuitable Means: for the 
End propoſed, is the Motives and Arguments it 
makes uſe of, to perſwade Men to abandon Vice; 
and become truly religious. What can be more 
effectual in a way of Motive, to rowze- even the 
moſt, ſtupid Creature: to Thoughtfulneſs and Cons 
ſideration, than toꝰaſſure him, that the Wrath 'of 
GOD is revealed from Heaven againſt all Unzodlis | 

neſi and UnrighteouſneſS of Men, who hold the Truth 
in Unrighteouſneſs ? What can more powerfully 
perſwade to a patient Continuance in Well- doing, 
and to ſeek for Glory, aud Honour, and Immortality, 
than the Aſſurance of eternal Life in the World to 
come? What can ſo eſſectually ſupport under * 


a 
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the Troubles of Life, as a Declaration from Gon 
Himſelf, that 4/ J. vings ſhall work together for good 
to them that love Him? And that though Clouds 
and Darkneſs are round about him, yet Righteouſ- 
neſs and Fudgment are the Habitation of bis Throne; 
And leſt we ſhould deſpond and taint in our 
Minds, from the Apprehentions of our own In- 
ſufficiency, we are encouraged to make our Ap- 
plications, even with Boldneſs and Freedom, to a 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy and find 
Grace to help in time of Need. Tis but asking, and 
eve (hall nu; ſcoking, and we ſhall receive; Rnock+ 
ing, and it ſball be opened to us. Our heavenly 
Father is repreſented in this Goſpel, as more rea- 
dy to give His Holy Spirit to thoſe who ask 
Him, than the moſt affectionate Parent on Earth 
is to give Bread to his Children. And are not 
ſuch Motives and Encouragements as theſe, not 
only ſuitable, but even capable of filling the Mind 
auth Foy unſpeakable © - ee . 


But the great Motive of the Goſpel, 1 


Which is peculiar to the Chriſtian Inſtitution, is 
that aſtoniſhing Event of the Death and Sutterings 
of the Son of Ga yz which though it was treated 
as a Subject of Ridicule by the ancient Fews and 
Greeks, and is ſtill fo by zoo many, is yet to all 
that are called, the Power of GO D, and the Wiſe 
dom of G0 D. Herein is to be ſeen, to the eter- 
nal Wander both of Angels and Men, a moſt har- 
monjous Concurrence of all the Divine Perfecti- 


ons; Juſtice is ſatisfied, the Honour af the ſacred 


Law is vindicated, and the Goodneſs, Love and 
tender Compaſſions, both of the Father and of the 
Son, exhibited to us, in a way that na Words can 

ply TR expreſs, 
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expreſs, no Thoughts coneeive. What a Vas? 
riety therefore of Motives is here, all repreſenting 
to us, as in the cleareſt Glaſs, che infinite Evil and 
Deformiry of Sin, and the inexpreſſible Amiable- 
neſs, Excellency and Reaſonableneſs of true Ho- 
„ ˙—pñĩ 517 web 6 cio teel 

3. Another Inſtance of the Suitableneſs of the 
Goſpel-Diſpenſation, as a Means to the End pro- 
poſed, we have in the Manner in Which it was at 
tirſt propagated, and in which it ever can be pro- 
pagated, viz. by the gentle Methods of Reaſon and 
Perſwafjon. Force and Violence, Hardſhips and 
Severities have no place here, as being altogether 
improper for advancing; the Intereſts ot a Kingdom 
which is not of this World. Theſe, indeed, have 
always been the mighty Engines that the Princes 
of the Earth have made uſe of, in extending their 
Dominions, and enſlaving their Neighbours: Bur 
our great Lord, the King of the Church, having 
2 nobler Conqueſt in View, hath appointed other 
Methods for accompliſhing His Deſigns. Let 
Mahomet, Spain and Italy propagate their Abſur- 
dities by Force of Arms, Torture and Inquiſition; 
but the Man of GO D muſt not ſtriwe, but be gentle 
unto all Men, apt to teach, patient. It ſeems ex- 
tremely natural to the Mind of Man, in Matters 
of Religion, to be harſh and ſevere, cruel and im- 
poſing. The very Diſciples of our Lord were 
once diſpoſed to propagate His Religion by Fire 
and Deſtruction (a); but it was before they knew 
either their own Spirits, or the true Spirit of the 


Goſpel, When they come afterwards to be bet- 
8 1871 8 8 N . : © 1 120 8 . ter 
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ter inſtrũcted in che Nature of their Maſtet's In- 
Mitütions, there is nothing to be ſeen in their 
Manner and Conduct, but Gentleneſs and Meek- 
neſs, and every thing thar is worthy of the Prince 
df Peace. They were indefatigable in their En- 
deavours to draw the World to CRRISHH?; but 
f was only with the Cords of Love, and the Bands 
'a Man. And as this was the Method of the 
es; ſo we may aſſure our ſelves, it is the on- 

13 7 Method that Go Dp will ever bleſs in making 
DE Goſpel of Cuz xs T the Power of GOD — 
Sulvation. The Suitableneſs of which is evident 
to all who confider the Nature of Religion itſelf, 
and the Nature of Man as a reaſonable Creature. 
Tet me add, as a Concluſion to this Head, chat 
the Religion of the Goſpel muſt needs have ap- 
red a moſt raaſonalle Service, to choſe of the 
eathens, Who, even by the unaſſiſted Light of 
A8 (as far as we know) could talk ſo juſtly 
| concerning rhe Nature of true Piety and V irtue. 
One cannot but admire the many beautiful Deſcri- 
ptions of this kind that are to be found in the 
tag gs of the Heathen, Moraliſts; but I ſhall 
beg Leave to mention only one, and 1 do it With 
hs more Confidence from this Place, that L have 
1 Authority ve an 12 17 EY a e 

- Coropofiues jus zue ani, > receſſus 
Mentis, & joe ſth um genoroſo. fo Haug ga. Dis 
_ Hee cedo, SEE rk & farre * 
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Here, we have not only a moſt elegant, but 415 


a moſt juſt Account of that Parity of ans, ts 
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J 
the, Goſpel. is intended to promote amongſt Men. 
And hence, I think, may be well inferred, that 
to ſober unprejudiced Men the Goſpel- Scheme 
muſt certainly; appear a moſt ſuitable Means for: 
reforming the World and promoting V irtue.;. Ie, 
remains now: chat L proceed in tue 

bene bus Sti bind 1150s tg eee 
IV. Fourch and laſt place, to draw ſome Infes. 
rences from what has been ſaid, by way of ppli- 
cation. And (hoon) gods yg go, og Yi 
I. Firſt, fram What has been; ſaid concerning 
the Nature and Deſign of the Goſpel; Wwe may 
clearly ſee what ought to be the chief Aim of Mir; 
niſters in all zheir Sermons and Diſcourſes; name 
ly, to promote That, Which is manifeſtly the De- 
lign of all Revelation, Purity of Heart and Heli: 
neſs of Life. Mbile we explain to eople the ſe- 
veral Dockriges: of Religion, e muſt let them ſes, 
that it is nat enough that they have right Senti- 
ments of them as to Theory and, Speculation, bur, 
that 0% Things which they ænou, happy are they, 
only if they do them: That che Knowledge of the, 
Way will ſignify nothing ta chem but to aggra- 
vate their Guilt, unleſs they Walk in ir. All the 
Doctrines of che Goſpel have a direct Tendency. 
to diſplay che Glory of the Wiſdom, Power 
Goodneſs and Merey gf: GOD in CHRIST, by 
pulling, down every /frong, Hola, of Sin, f 
down every garnal and corrupt. Iniagination, and 
bringing into Gaptivity every. Ihhoug ht unto the Obe 
dience of Cbriſ. And then, only can e be ſaid to 
preach CHRIST, when we ſo explain, and ſo ap- 
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them depends upon the vital Influetice which they 
have upon our Hearts and Lives. While we 
open to them the Nature of Faith, that funda- 
mental Grace of the Goſpel, we muſt be careful 
to let them ſee the neceſſary Influence it muſt have 
both upon the Diſpoſitions of their Minds, and the 
whole Courſe of their practical Life and Conduct; 
and chat without Works of univerſal Obedience 
to the Precepts of the Goſpel, it is altogether dead. 
When we tell them (as we N that they cannot 
be ſaved by their own Righteouſneſs, we muſt 
alſo tell them as plainly, that they can never 
be faved without f that the Righteouſneſs of 
Cuxisr is never imputed, but when it makes 
thoſe to whom it is imputed, pure and holy; and 
chat he, and he * — doth Righteouſneſs is 
righteous, even as Chr, is rig bree (a). And 
here we cannot but obſerve, that there is no part 
of Religion chat the Holy Spirit in Scripture 
ſpeales more ere and emphatically of, than 
Good Works We maſt be zealous of 55 Works ; 
We are his 1 orkmanſoip created in-Chrift Feſus unto 
good Works ; By/Works Faith is made perfets + This 
15 4 faithful Saying, and theſe Things Iwill that thou 
257 conflatttly, that they which haus believed in 
60 D, might be careful to maintain'goid "Works. 
'Thus ſpe * the Holy Spirit Himſelf concerning 
Good Works 90 7 1 on purpoſe to condemn the 
Ignorance and Wees of ls who date pre- 
ſume to ſpeak conten y. of chem. Ix is de- 
ing the . Diſhonour” thar can . 


i > 
e 


* ws 


„* 


boy's I Jahn iii. . Es, N 
„ n. i Ul, 1.4. bpb i Ul. 16. ned 22. Tit. i iii. 9. 


E BYE = Sod 


_— - 
* 


-» @ ot a © 
n 


"I 


a — 


ens 


explained and appliel. 223 


done to Cn 418 1 and His holy N 
2 Pretence of preaching the Goſpel, . to entertain 


People with little fanciful Notions that have really 


no Meaning at all, and can ſerve to no purpoſe but 
only to amuſe the Imagina ions of the Ignorant. 
Strange Deluſion, that this ſhould paſs for Gp. 
Preaching / Sure, if this be Divinity, it may be 
juſtly ſtiled Modern For in all the Diſcurles of 
Meſes and the Prophets, of CHRIST and His 
APs chere is not the leaſt Fooritep of it to be 

2. We may hence learn che true Rule of jud- 
ging concerning Orthedox and Heterodox Doctrines, 
All che Doctrines of the Goſpel have a plain Ten- 
dency to promote ſubſtantial Gpodneſs, by puri- 
tying the Heart and reforming the Life; to make 


us better Men, both as to our in ward Diſpolitions 


and our outward Actions: And whatſoever has a 
contrary Tendency, is manifeſtly not of Ganz 
ſuch Miſdam deſcendeth not from above, but is earthly 
ſenſual, deviliſß. The true Notion of Hereſy (when 
the Word is uſed in a bad Senſe; for in many 


Places of Scripture it is of an indifferent Significa- 


tion: But the true Notion of it, 1 ſay, when uſed 
in a bad Senſe) may be learned from the Chara» 


cter which che Apoſtle gives of a Heretick, when 


he expreſly tells us, that he is condemned of bim- 
felf (a); i. 6, he is one who maintains, and endea- 
vours to propagate, ſome Notion or Practice 
vile in itſelf, that it is not only contrary to # 
the Dictates of Revelation, but ſhocking to che 
very natural W ſober Reaſon. And this 
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(a) Tit. in. 11. 
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24 The great Deſign of the Goſpel 
is perfectly the Character of all the Hereticks 
mentioned in Scripture ;, they were Men Who, for 
their own private ſenſual Views, propagated tuch 

Impurities and Abominations, as their-own Minds 

muſt neceſſarily have condemned. They were not 
Men who only erred in Judgment, (tor in this 
Senle all mere Men ſince the Fall nor only may 
but 977 err) but they were ungodly Men, turning 
rhe Grace of GO D into Laſciviouſneſs, and rhere- 
fore it is no wonder, if they denied the only LOR D 
GOD, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt. They were 
Men of laſcivious and pernicious Ways, on whoſe Ac- 
count the way of Truth was evil ſpoken of. They 
taught Things which they ought not, for-filthy Lucre 
Take, to gratify their oo tous and impure Deſires: 
And being thus ſenſual and deſigning, tis no won- 
der if they are repreſented” as creeping into Hoſes, 
and leading captive filly Women, & c. But all the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel; as I have already obſer- 
ved, are in every reſpect according to Gadlinels. 
As they deſcend from above, ſo they have viſible 
Marks of their heavenly Original ſtampt upon 
Them. As they come from Go n, ſo they lead 70 
Him: They are pure in their Nature, and wor- 
thy of Gop; and pure in their Tendency and 

Effects, as being perfectly calculated to recover 

fallen Man, by making him Partaker of a Divine 

Nature. And thus we may eaſily judge between 

the Doctrines that are of Go p, and thoſe that are 
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3. We may hence learn the only true way of 

doing Honour to rhe Goſpel of Fesv s Cun1 s 7; 

and that is, by having our Converſation in all 

Things tych as becomes it. We may * 2 

| | : 1447 ant 


Ou 


explained and applied; 294 


bout it; and even perſecute and deſtroy one anos 


ther, out of Zeal for the Truths of it: But all 
this will ſignify nothing, while the Tempers and 
Lives of thofe who proteſs it, are ſo unſuĩtablè to 
it, and ſo unworthy of it. There never, I be- 
Ueve, was an Age, ſince the Days of Inſpiration, 
in which the Truth of our holy Religion was 
more ſolidly eſtabliſhed by ſtrength ot Reaſon, 
than this we live in. Bur alas: we have, in à 
great meaſure, loſt the beſt of all Arguments; 1 
mean, a Chriſtian Life and Practice. The primi- 


tive Chriſtians could ſay, Ve dont ſpeak great 


Things, but live great Things But we have fad]! 
inverted this; we talk high, and live low, It ie 
to be hoped, that there are ſtill a few Names . 
mong ft us that has not defiled their Garments * But 
where is that Church, where is that Body of 
Chriftians, ro whoſe Lite and Conduct an Appeal 
can be made for the Truth of our Religion? I 
have ſome where read, that when the Popiſh Mif- 
ſionaries went firſt to China, they found the In- 
habitants of the Country ſo regular in their Mo- 
rals, that it was thought expedient to conceal 
from them the Vices of Chriſtians, leſt the Know- 


ledge of them ſhould have hindred the Conver- 
fion of thoſe Heathens. A Fact, if true, that car- 


ries a very ſevere Reflection with it. There is 


an irreſiſtible Force in what is ſeen: While we 


profeſs to know 'GOD, yet if it appear by our 
1 that in Works we deny him; others muſt 
clearly fee, that Wwe are not, that we cannot be, 
what we pretend. And while we live ſo much 


beneath our Character, we not only deceive our 
ſelves, but alſo deſtroy others, by making Cux rer 


and 


26 The great Deſign of the Goſpel 

and His Religion contemptible to them,. May 
therefore all that name the Name of CHRIST 
depart from Iniquity; and live ſo, that we may 
bring back that golden Age of Religion, When 
the e e Chriſtianity durſt openly in the 
— of the World appeal to the Lives of its 
Profeſſors, as a convincing Evidence of its Truth 
and Excellency, - This only can reſtore the an- 


o 


vient Credit of the Goſpel of CR IE T, and make 


the Light of it ſhine with Succeſs before others, 
that they, ſceing our good Works, may gloriſ) our 
Father who is in Heaven. | | 


* 


4. We may hence alſo learn, that the Religi- 
on of the Goſpel is every way friendly and bene- 
Kcial to civil Society. One eſſential Part of the 
Holineſs that the Goſpel requires, is to love our 
Neis hhour as our ſelves; not only to ,behave to- 
wards him according to the ſtrict Maxims of Ju- 
ſtice and Equity, but to do te ail Men what we 
world that they ſbould do to us. Though by the 
Laus of the Goſpel, we are in a ſpecial Manner 
to do Good to thaſe who are of the Houſhold of 
Faith, yet we are alſo expreſly commanded t do 
goed to all; to love our very Enemies, io bleſs 
them that curſe us, to do goog to them that hate us, 
Sc. and by this ſubſtanrial Argument to prove 
our {elves the Children of our, Father who is in 
Heaven; uo maketh bis Sun to riſe on the evil 
and an the good, and ſendeth Rain on the juft and 
vn the umjuſf. And did this excellent Spirit, which 
1s che true Spirit of the Gaſpel, rule in the Hearts 
and Lives of Men; what an Influence would it 
have upon Neighbourhood 7. How would it ſweet- 


en Converſations and -pread an waivealal Happt- 


\ 


Le. , 
* — 


? Sen mg „ 


erplained * ene 1 
desert ww Societies and Commiunities: * Mena 
From whence come Wars, and Fightings, and Brau- 
lings among ft us? come they not hence, even of our 
1 war in our Members? But was the GO 
pel entertained by us in its genuine Nature, and 


full Extent; did thoſè ſocial Virtues and 4 
_ which it every where enjoins, adorn our Conver- 


ſations; how would they baniſh from amongſt us, 
not only the more furious Outrages of open Wio-⸗ 
edule, and Injuſtice, but every thing that is in 
the leaſt — or difagteeable in Society? Tue 
holy and peaceful Religion of che meet J #20 > 
would 1o far improve the ſociab Conduct off 
by ſubduing all the irregular and hurrſul Sallies;of 
Paſſion,” as do Sb Life an Emblem of tha 
which is to come. It would: even fill our | 
World, in a great Degree (as this Golpel-Holis 
neſs, When raiſed t0 its higheſt: — will 
fill che new Heavens, and che new. Earth) wn 
ag yk Love, and gerek Peace. : 
. Fifthly — laftly ; Is Poricy of Heart and 
Life" univerſal Holineſs, the great Ir and — 5 
ſign of the Goſpel? Then — may e 1 | 
wherein the Nature of the future Reſt or appi⸗ 
neſs will conſiſt, viz. in as perfect a Conformity 
to the Divine Perſections in Holineſs: and Purity, 
as Creatures of ſuch a Rank ate capable of. This 
is moſt agreeable to che Nature af Fhinge, and 
may be made qut by abſtract reaſoning; but the: 
Scripture itſelf has fer che Matter ii a — eaſyy 
Light, Naſuam e Wiys;/ i, e. the Ways of us 
Religion aud Holinsſo are, even in che preſent 
State, Ways of Pleaſantneſo, and all ber Paths are: 
N Tue Kingdom of * oven here * 
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f 28 The great De ſigu of the Gaſpel 
1 16 Righteouſneſs,” and Peace, and Joy in the Hoh 
| bo. Eh an Peace, and — and Ty 
1 flows naturally from Holineſs itſelf, as its genuine 
. Source and Spring; the Exerciſe of every parti- 
1 eular Grace having a real Pleaſure. attending it, 
i: | on is even eſſential to it, and as inſeparable: 
FF from it as Light is from the Sun, or Heat from 
Fire. Therefore, when all che Shadows of Sin 
and Imperfection are removed, and that which is 
perfect is come; when the Holy Ghoſt ſhall have 
put the laſt Hand to the Work of Sanctification; 
1 is eaſy to conceive, that this Pleaſure: and Joy 
muſt neceſſarily riſe in proportion: So that What 
is now but as a Drop, will chen enlarge itſelf in- 
toda River, and form that River, ibe Streams: 
aerrof wit} ftir ever make glad the City of GO, 
the holy' Place of 'the Tabernacles of the moſt High. 
And thus in is plain, that the furure Reſt, the 
Happineſs: of Heaven, is Holineſs brought. ro its 
utmoſt Perfection and Maturity. (And here, 
N T had not already encroached too far upon the 
Reverend Presbytery's Time, it might not perhaps 
be an impertinent Digreſſion, to ſay ſomething co 
che Queſtion, How: far e are to be animated in 
the: Purſuit of Holineſs and Virtue: by the Pro- 
ſpect of a Reward? But all chat I ſhall ſay to it 
at preſent is chis, chat che Queſtion itſelf ſeems 
tb go uponia Wrong Suppoſhion, ig. that Holi- 
_ nels and Happineſs, Virtue and its Reward, are 
two diſtinct Things; whereas they: — rather” 
to be conſidered as; being in reality perfectly one 
and the ſame. The Scripture, indeed, in a figu- 
rative Stile, repreſents the future Happineſs under 
a great variety of Images; but cheſe are all bo be. 
it: under” 
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Depth, Breadth an 
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underſtood in a way of Accommodation to our 
reſent Weakneſs, the more forcibly to ſtrike our 
Nlinds, and engage our Attention. But, to 


go on) What is it that will make the Church fo 


ous, When CHRIST ſhall finally preſent it to 


Wrinkle, nor any ſuch thing, but ſhall be perfet#lp 
boly — without blemiſh. © So far, I think, agar: 4 
reaſon with Clearneſs and Certainty concerning 


the Nature of the future Reſt : I ſay, concerning 
the Nature of it; for as to its Degree and Mea= 


ſure, we can at this Diſtance attempt co Deſeri- 
ption. Words muſt fail us here, becauſe Ideas 
are wanting. It is, in this reſpect, like the Love 
of CHRIS that 2 it; its Height and 
Length do tar ſurpaſs all our 
preſent Knowledge and Conceptions. Our Fa- 
culties here are not large enough to take in the 
immenſe Thought! Eye has not ſeen, Ear has 


not yet heard, nor has it ſo much as entred into 


the Heart of Man to conceive, the Things that 
Go v has prepared for them that love Him. I 


| May we e be one looking for that bleſſed 
lope, and the glorious appearing of the Great GOD, 
even our Saviour Feſus Chriſt.” © TERS 
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